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BACKGROUND FACTS 
  
OWNER:   City of St. Marys 
 
REPRESENTATIVE: Jeff Adams, Community Development Director 
 
REQUEST: Adoption of the One St. Marys Master Plan, with appendices and maps 
 
NOTICE: Adjacent property owners were mailed notice of public hearing on May 30, 2017.  A public 

hearing notice was published in the Tribune & Georgian newspaper on Thursday, June 8th & 15th.  
The notice was posted on the property on May 26, 2017. 

 
LOCATION: City of St. Marys 
 
ZONING: Not applicable 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: Planning Commission-  June 20, 2017 
 City Council-  projected for July 17, 2017 
  
ATTACHMENTS: One St. Marys Master Plan, with appendices and maps 
 Community Work Program by Priority 
 Community Work Program by Subject 
 Master Plan Summary, by Mike Rich, MPSC Chair 
 Staff Report, by Jeff Adams 
  
 

BACKGROUND FACTS: 
 
The City of St. Marys Master Plan was launched back in early 2014, when the City Council requested staff 
provide a scope of work for a ‘vision’, Master Plan and the creation of a new Zoning Ordinance. From that scope 
of work came the Request for Proposals and the hiring of Ecological Planning Group and the appointment of the 
Master Plan Steering Committee in 2015.  
 
Over the past two years, the Master Plan Steering Committee and the team of consultants have worked with 
staff,  and the citizens of St. Marys, to produce the City’s first Master Plan, or what might be considered by 
Georgia’s Department of Community Affairs, its first ever Comprehensive Plan. 
 
The Master Plan Steering Committee, whose members are listed in the document, came to the unanimous 
decision to approve the One St. Marys Master Plan on May 4, 2017 and authorized a sub-committee consisting 
of Mike Rich, Elaine Powierski, Tanya Glazebrook and Joe Holler to oversee the final edits and revisions. 
 
The One St. Marys Master Plan consists of the main document, Community Work Program and Maps, as well as, 
a list of appendices, including the Community Engagement Plan, the Transportation Plan, the Data Assessment 
and the St. Marys Flood Resiliency Project. 
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STAFF COMMENTS & RECOMMENDATION: 
 
The Master Plan provides the foundation for the City’s efforts over the next ten years. The Community Work 
Program gives the City a road map towards resiliency and building a more vibrant community. The community 
outreach, surveys, interviews, workshops and numerous meetings uncovered many issues and needs, as well as, 
many strengths and opportunities. The strategies and priorities developed by the citizens and MPSC will serve 
the City well in the future. 
 
The highest priority of establishing a Comprehensive Resource Allocation and Capital Improvement Plan and 
process is essential for the implementation of such a multi-facitated plan. Staff cannot agree more strongly with 
this decision so as to emphasize where scarce resources should be allocated and direction given.  
 
The City is made up of many systems, some embedded in regional, state, national, natural and cultural entities, 
which each come with their own fair share of baggage and advantages. This Master Plan, in fact, will be a 
component of the broader, Camden County Joint Comprehensive Plan, which will come before you next year, 
and at the same time, was partially funded and driven by the Camden Kings Bay Joint Land Use Study. Each of 
these systems are vital to the future of St. Marys and yet, a balanced approach can only be taken through a 
vigilient measure of the opportunities and threats presented, weighed and acted upon, by the metrics of a 
Comprehensive Resource Allocation and Capital Improvement Plan. 
 
This Master Plan gives the City the impetus to build a transparent future. It is up to our implementation to 
achieve that goal. 
 
Staff has throughly enjoyed working with the dedicated MPSC team, from the amazingly talented citizens, who 
we are all indebted to, and the excellent work from our conultant team and our tireless City staff.  It is with 
much excitement and anticipation to accomplish the goals outlined within that the Staff recommends approval 
of the One St. Marys Master Plan. 
 
 COMMISSION DECISION MOTION: 
A. Motion to recommed approval of the One St. Marys Master Plan. 
B. Motion to recommend approval , with conditions. 
C. Motion to recommend denial. 
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EXHIBIT 1: Location map 
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EXHIBIT 2: Hughes e-mail complaint, February 15, 2017 
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EXHIBIT 3: Hughes permission e-mail, with response, February 15, 2017 
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EXHIBIT 4: Notice of Violation, February 15, 2017 
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EXHIBIT 5: Photo 1, February 15, 2017 
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EXHIBIT 6: Photo 2, February 15, 2017 
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EXHIBIT 7: Letter of Appeal, received March 2, 2017 
 
 
 
 



    12 

 

 
 

 


